
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thymus vulgaris 'Provencal' 
 

Common Name: Thyme Provencal, garden thyme, 
common thyme 
Family: Lamiaceae 
Genus: Thymus 
Specific Epithet: vulgaris 
Cultivar: ‘Provencal' 
 
Life cycle: hardy perennial 
Zone: 5-9 
Flower color: lilac 
Bloom time: spring to fall 
Growth: 8-12 in. 
Habit/Form: woody, upright, perennial 
Light requirements: full sun 
Soil requirements: well-drained, sandy-loamy 
Propagation: cuttings, division, layering 
Uses: culinary, medicinal, ornamental 
Other details: A limited amount of documentation is available on this cultivar. 
 
Description: The aromatic leaves of 'Provencal' are small, gray-green, and arrow shaped. The plant has 
an overall blue-gray color. 
Cultivation: Frequent pruning will increase the number of stems and keep the plant from becoming too 
woody. Do not prune in the spring until all danger of frost is past. 
 
 
"Thymus vulgaris 'Provencal' was introduced in the spring of 1988 by Tom DeBaggio. It is a selected strain 
of T. vulgaris 'Narrow-leaf French.' The DeBaggios selected this strain, which they formerly grew from 
seed, because of its strong aroma.  It has a woody, upright habit becoming somewhat gnarled after several 
years. Leaves are small and gray and hold throughout the winter. Plants grow to about 12 inches. The 
flowers are small and light lilac in color." -Gloria McClure, Promising Plants Presentation, 2008 
 
 
Please note:  Profiles are intended to provide a brief introduction to each herb.  For additional information, please refer to the References and 
Seed and Plant Source lists. 

 
Disclaimer: Profiles are intended to provide a brief introduction to each herb. For additional information on uses, including medicinal 
contraindications, see the References list. The Herb Society of America can not advise, recommend, or prescribe herbs for medicinal use. 
Please consult a health care provider before pursuing any herbal treatments. Inclusion of vendor information does not indicate an endorsement 
by The Herb Society of America, and HSA can not guarantee availability of seeds/plants. 
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